Meeting between the third sector and Dr Brian Gibbons, Welsh Minister for Social Justice and Local Government
On 11 November the third sector met with the Minister for Social Justice and Local Government in Cardiff to discuss a number of issues which are of importance to the sector. We began with a short look at the Welsh Assembly Government departmental action plan for the Minister’s portfolio areas and observed that it was very much focused on those activities which are supported by the Welsh Assembly Government but actioned by the third sector or other external bodies. It was agreed that the next iteration of the plan would encompass those activities being done or planned within the Welsh Assembly Government itself. 

We then moved on to talk about the duty on each local authority to have a crime and disorder scrutiny committee, under the Police and Justice Act 2006, which came into force in Wales on 1 October. There is no provision for the co-option of third sector people onto these committees, which is in conflict with the Welsh Assembly Government’s own position on this for other scrutiny committees. The Minister was not hopeful of being able to influence the Home Office to change this.
The third sector then brought back the matter of violence against women, arguing strongly that a gendered approach needs to be taken to this and that it includes, but goes beyond, domestic violence. As the paper made clear, ‘‘gender’ relates to socially constructed norms, roles, traits, attitudes, responsibilities, relative power, status and influence ascribed to men and women on a differential basis (‘masculinity’ and ‘femininity’). ‘Gender’ also refers to the power dynamics and relationships between men and women. These differ and are the product of the social worlds in which we live, rather than ‘natural’, inevitable, or – crucially – unchangeable’. The Minister said that the Welsh Assembly Government agreed with ninety percent of the paper and that those with an interest would be welcome to engage directly with WAG, including the Wales Violence Against Women Action Group.
Lastly, local authority Codes of Practice for Funding the third sector were discussed and the Minister agreed to write to the six local authorities which, according to the last survey of local third sector and local government relationships, were not showing signs of developing one. He will encourage them to do so.

