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For immediate distribution - 05 August 2009
Charities in Wales Urged to Commit to Best Practice
Today (05 August), charities and fundraising suppliers across Wales are being urged to demonstrate their commitment to best practice in fundraising by signing up to self-regulation.  The self-regulatory scheme for fundraising is run by the independent Fundraising Standards Board (FRSB).  It requires members to make a public commitment to best practice in fundraising.  Currently, 32 charities in Wales (amounting to £24 million of voluntary sector income) have signed up to self-regulation.  
The news comes alongside the announcement that the FRSB has, this month, opened an office to support charities in Wales, with the appointment of Simon Boex as Manager for Wales.  Boex’s role is to recruit more charities in Wales to the scheme, raise awareness of the high standards that member charities commit to and build public confidence in charitable giving.
This appointment is funded by the Welsh Assembly Government, which has allocated a grant of £115,000 over a three year period to fund this post and provide dedicated support for member charities in Wales.  
Commenting on the appointment, Minister for Social Justice and Local Government, Dr Brian Gibbons said: “I am pleased that this important appointment has been made and wish Mr Boex every success in building awareness and membership of the FRSB in Wales.

 

"Charities across Wales provide such tremendous services and self-regulation of fundraising is essential if they are to demonstrate that they fundraise effectively and are accountable for their actions.  The Assembly Government hopes to see a real growth in the number of charities in Wales committing to best practice in fundraising in the coming years."

Simon Boex, Manager for Wales at the Fundraising Standards Board, says:
“We are urging charities across Wales to commit to best practice by signing up to the Fundraising Standards Board and its self-regulatory scheme for fundraising.  It is essential that organisations come together to show commitment to the same high standards. Only by doing so will we – as a sector – be able to build confidence in charitable giving.  What is more, self-regulation is a great story for charities to tell their donors and potential supporters.”
Simon Boex reports to Alistair McLean, Chief Executive of the Fundraising Standards Board. He joins the organisation with over 30 years experience in the voluntary sector, including 12 years spent most recently at Age Concern Cymru.  The post is part-time (3 days per week), alongside which Boex also works as Wales Officer for Changing Faces Cymru.

Alistair McLean, Chief Executive of the FRSB, adds:

“It is vital that the FRSB has a dedicated Manager to recruit and support member charities in Wales and I am delighted that Simon will be taking up the post. The Welsh Assembly has shown tremendous support for charity fundraising in Wales by providing funding for this post.  We are confident that this commitment from Government will directly lead to a growth in membership and greater awareness by the giving public of the high standards of fundraising to which member charities perform”.
To find out more, visit www.givewithconfidence.org.uk.
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For further information contact Lucinda Frostick, TurnerPR, on tel. 07712 045 308 or email:  lucinda@turnerpr.co.uk
Notes to editors:

1. Fundraising Standards Board 

The Fundraising Standards Board (FRSB) administers the self-regulatory scheme for UK fundraising.  Launched in 2007, it strives to encourage the highest standards of fundraising practice and for donors to ‘give with confidence’.  The scheme logo, displayed by all members, is a public commitment to best fundraising practice, to being honest, legal and open in their fundraising activities. Members abide by the Institute of Fundraising’s Codes of Fundraising Practice and the FRSB Fundraising Promise.  FRSB membership currently stands at 1,078 charities, fundraising organisations and suppliers.  

Visit www.frsb.org.uk (for charities) and www.givewithconfidence.org.uk (for the public).
2. List of Member Charities in Wales
Cardiff YMCA, Noah's Ark Appeal, Bobath Children's Therapy Centre Wales, Wales Millennium Centre, Torfaen Mind, WCVA, Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids' Clubs, The Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales, Journeys, Welsh National Opera, St John Cymru Wales, The Amelia Methodist Trust Co Ltd, Tenovus - The Cancer Charity, Cancer Research Wales, Hospice of the Valleys, George Thomas Hospice Care, Bulliesout, The Friends of Ty Gwyn Special School, Ty Hafan, The Wallich, St David's Hospice, Skanda Vale Hospice, Discovery, Cardiff YMCA Housing Association, Keep Wales Tidy, Newport Mind, RCT , People First, Rougemount School, Gofal Cymru, Atal Tan Cymru (Firebrake Wales), TJF.
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